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Joeee America BeautiruJ Inc, Hometown U,S.A Avta d 

Keep Arne ica Beaut"fu Inc: 
Hometow U_S A Award 

TIle Hometa n U.S.A. Award is a joint program between, Keep Arne ·cs BeautifU nc·; (KAS) a d the Boy Scouts or 
America. It is desJg edo gi,ve recognition-to, the outstanding efforts of SCouts intheircommuniUes ~n regard' 0 

citizenship and enVironmenta iRlprovement-

Background 

KAB was· fOunded in 1953 as a private organizaUon w' h Dle ipurpose of building'and sustaining a Inatiionali 
cleanliness ethic. The Boy Scouts of Amenca has been affiliatedwiDl !!tAB for more· tha thirty years ass member 
o KAB'snauona advisory council; a pr'ogram advisory lbody oomposed of more t!ha eighty pUblic. service· 
organizat ons a d federa ag,encies. 

Keep America Beautiful Day, whieh began on '1'971 as j;!Scoutingl Keep America IBeautifiJl try," was ong·naUy 
cosponsored by KAB and Boy Scouts; (l,f America as a massive natrona] Ci eanu,p ·and recych 9 progr,am. Mll'lions of 
Scouts i .1 tum out annually to parfcipa1e in sim"lar activities during what is now ca Jed Keep America Beautiwi 
Week. 

Purpose 

•	 To, educat.e Boy Soouts Bbou citizenship in relation to conservation and to involve them In community
 
a.ctivities re.stJi .g to, 'environment .I issues
 

•	 Tooffin a mechanism by which Sco'Utscan develOp positiveattiWdes toward their environment and
 
community while being ,exposed 00 i[ntereslingl cal"BBr opportunities
 

•	 To pro'l de the opportunity to honm BOy Scouts for h.e'lrsig:nificant contributions 'oward keeping America 
beautfUl 

Requ erne ts 

1	 Merit badges. Earn. three. merit adges from the foYlwIing list 'oftwe~e: Citl~ens ip in the· Community.
 
Commun Cations,. IEnvironmenta Science. Fish a.nd Wildlife Management, Foresby, Gardening, Geology,
 
Landscape Ardhitec1ure'. Nat.U'f1e, PI'ant Science. Public Speaking.. Soil and Water Conserva(ion.
 

2	 Comm1un'lty service Ipll'Ojeet. lIn add·, 0 0 eami g the merit ba,dges, a Boy Scout is required to Iperfo:1l11l a 
community service ;project. The IProJect should involve a minimum 0 eight hours of time·, two 'ofw ich must 
involve management planning, with the other six cons sting of carrying' out Ble project. It should he!lp keep 
America beautJiful and lbenefRthe ,community either physi.cally or financially. One way to, do thEs ~ to plan the 
community seNice project. as part (l,f Keep Arner:icaBeautiful Week or P blie Lands Day. 

List of Ideas for Community Service Projects 

Develop and help maintain a community gamen. 
2. Build a nature tra.il for use as an outd'oor ,cfassroom or for ,community enjoyment
 
3·, Dave op a recycrng project. that involves your wlhole troop~.e .• newspaper and/or boWe ,col ection).
 
4.	 Conduct a survey of local! storefronts. Detennine antas where litter hasaccumullBted. Work with storeowners 

to help,mp'FOve conditions·. 
5.	 Plan and make a IP'resentation to elementary students about the importanoeof oonseNing ns: rail resources. 

Take st'Ud:en(s on a ature· walk, ;pointing out :natural resources.. 
6.	 COnduct soi ·a.nd water conservation activitfes on aeavitly used~rail to prevent er(lsian.R:ecord your 



activities, 
7.	 Co S roet wa er faciUies and plant vegetation-that will prcrvidefoodan shelter for wildlife in appropriate
 

places,
 
8,	 Adopa park, block. vacan lot etc. Erect sign urgin others not to, Ii er ,or vandalize. Protect a fl'ower bed or 

plant species w' h fencing. Remove'· er and debris. Build picn'c tables or fi up old ones, paint benches,etc. 
9.	 Research hich plant species are native to your area. and plant and maitain a community wildflower
 

garde . Include descriptive and educational ". ns for the public.
 
10.	 Organize an anti-litter poster competition a 9 junior and senior high schoolers. Arrange for busiesses to 

donate awards for the" l ners an recru' c mmunity j dg' s.lncJude media coverage. Get local bus'nesses 
and school isplay the posters. 

11.	 Become inolved in a local environ ental/recycling issue. Attend ublic ee' gs, tal to public officials, and 
make a report to your troop about hat you ave learned. Decide ho you ant 0 become involved in 
resolving e iss and spend your proje· i e ed eating your fello citizens as to your viewpoint and 
assisting yo "s'de" 'n its campaig . 

12.	 Establish and mainta na bir,d sanctuary. 
13.	 Fmd 0 which birds, al1imals,and fish are na ' e to your area. Write an article on the "rnportance of
 

maintaining roper balance be" en man .and nature. Take ste s to maintain hablta.t area.s for this wHdlife.
 

KABWeek 

KAS Week developed fro eleven consecutive yea 'observances of KA.8 Day. It originated 'n 197 as "Scouting 
Keep America Beautiful Day_" _ BOy was· eve tually extended to a weeklong observance (usua,lIy the fOurth 
wee of Apri). Millions of citizen across the na' n articipate each year. 

Public Lands Day 

Public Lands Day involves citizen valun eers in cleaning and maintaining nearby public lands. This event falls 
annually on the Saturday follow'ng Labor Day. The purpose of Public Lands Day i 0 instill a sense of pride and 
ownership among ci1izens through hands-on parfcipatlon in continuing education and 'mprovement pr-ojects on 
public properties. 

Getti g t, e :Patc 

Scouts .ust complete he Hometown U.S.A. Award appl'cation orm and present' to their Scou mas er or troop 
advancement chairman. 

II, ,orde to qualify for he, award" Scouts must have successfully complet,ed the requfr,ements as. outlined. Ih,e troop 
advancemen· chairman" II know which merit badges each Scout needs in order to quanfy. 

Itis suggeste that the comm tty service project . under theoveral direction ofa natura resources professional 
or other qualiftedadu $ pervisor .. After cample' 9 the project, e adult supervisor shou d sign a statement that 
the project has been completed and ee s the req • ements of : e proJec sponsor. 

Reso feeS for Hometown U.S.A. Award 

The following is a ist of organizations and the fr1!e rochures that may be obtained to assist Boy Scouts in eaming 
the required merit badges included in the Hometown U.S.A Award. 

American Society of Landscape Architects 
rite: American Society of Landscape Arc itects 

636 Eye street, NW 
Washington, DC 20001-3736 
Web address; http://wW\i.asia. org 

Kee America Beautiful Inc. 
Com unity Cleanup 
Tips for Preven ing litter i YOUII' Community 
Take Care of Am' rica 



Wise Waste Hand ing Tips. 
Fact sheets on recycli. municipal solid waste 

Write: Keep America Be,autifullnc. 
1'010 Wa.sh ngton Boulevard 
Stamford. Con ectic USA 06901 
Web addr,ess: ht:tp: Ilwww,. kab. Qx:g 

National Gardening Association 
O:lg;glog Deeper: Integrating Y'Qufh Gardens Into Schools and Communities 
Sowing the, Seeds, of Success 
The ,atl/onal Garden'ng AS$o laUo (NGA) also hosts a grant pogram which pres.ents. more than 300 grants to 
qualified youtb gadening projeds. Grant packages include appro,xima.tely $750 worth of 10015. seeds. NGA 
manuals and 'other garoening equipment and stJpplies. Materia\s about this program include' ational Gardening 
Grant Application.s, The application deadline is 'November 1. 

Write: National Gardening, ,Association
 
'180 Flynn Avenue
 
Burlin ton, VT 05401
 
Pone: 80o-LETSGR'O (538~7' '76)
 
Web add ass: ht p: I Jwww. garden. org
 

U.S. Department of Agrieulture-N.atural Resources Conservation Servicen 
BacKyard ConselVati,on 
Going Wild -th Soill,and Water Conservation 
Conserva.tlon .nd 'the Wate C.yCle 
Soil Erosion by Wind 
SOl,I Erosion 'oy Water 
What Is a, Wat,ershe~? 

Write: Conservation Co municali,ons
 
Natural Resources Conservation Service
 
U.S. Department of AgricultJ re
 
P.O, Sox 2890
 
WashiRgton, DC 20013
 
Web address: h tp: II . nI:Cs. usda. ov
 

U.S" Department of the Interior-Fish andW'I'ldUfe Service 
'For the Bil'lQS 
'lNhySa,veEnd,angerecl Species? 
National 'Wildlife Refuges: A Vis o'l"s, Guide 

Write" U.S. 'Department ,ofthe Interior
 
Fish and Wildrfe Service
 
1:849 C SIreet, NW
 
Was 'nglon, DC 20240
 
Web address: h.ttp: II'ti'W'J. hlS. gov
 

Within their local com .unit~es. 'Boy Scouts may contact theroUowing: 

•	 Co,n.s ltants-natura ists park rangers, refuge managers. biOlogists,. foresters, 4-H extension agents., 
scienoe teachers, Ubranan. po Icemen. KA'B coo dinators 

•	 Groups.--parksand recreation department. w·, dlife refuges, sanitation department rrecycling center. nature 
or science center, state fish, ,hatchery." soil and water co ·servatron 0 natura'l resources distri,et 

Appticati 0 n Form 

Upd'a'tsct 20 . - 2002 
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